Mayor of Bad Wiessee in Bavaria, Germany announces unanimous decision of
Town Council to invoke precautionary principle and reject 5G rollout
(November 2019)
Dear Residents and Visitors of Bad Wiessee,
Bad Wiessee has a long-established reputation as a popular destination
for health and well-being and this informs the present and future
decision-making of the Council. Many of our visitors come here seeking
medical treatments, physical rehabilitation or simply to improve their
well-being and most, if not all, of our town’s prosperity depends on
providing such services. As such, the Council takes its responsibilities in
protecting and promoting health tourism very seriously.
At a public meeting, the Council unanimously decided to oppose the rollout of the untested 5G
network. The Council felt a great sense of responsibility towards both residents and visitors in
taking this decision, given the significance of Bad Wiessee as a health destination.
5G offers many things that are attractive to people who love technology, such as time-saving
automation, autonomous vehicles, ubiquitous smart homes, real time data-transfer, and the
Internet of Things, to name but a few. But 5G also means increasing the number of cell towers in
Germany from 90,000 to 750,000; launching approximately 12,000 5G satellites into space;
increasing public exposure to microwave radiation from around 2.5 GHz currently to 200 GHz;
seeing potential liability claims against owners of cell-tower locations; chopping down trees on a
large scale (to ensure good transmission); as well as irradiating plants and animals. Above all,
there is uncertainty about whether 5G can be considered safe in terms of public health. This is a
very serious matter and, until such uncertainty is adequately clarified, the precautionary principle
must be applied.
Not only the residents and visitors of Bad Wiessee, but also future generations are entitled to
expect their Council representatives to exercise their duty of care. The Council’s responsibility is all
the greater given that the character and spirit of Bad Wiessee is defined in terms of health and
well-being. The Council’s decision with regard to 5G was taken after serious deliberation, which
showed that all the Council representatives recognized its importance. This decision is not
intended to restrict progress, but solely to examine critically the price we pay for such progress. If
you are interested in the topic of 5G, I would ask you to inform yourself about it in order to form
your own opinion.
Very sincerely from your Town Mayor,

Peter Höß

